
9/12/2013

1

Karen Cunnington BSc BVSc Hons

The Pet Greyhound Wellbeing & Veterinary Advisory Service
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ÅOf the 7,500 greyhounds 
born [in Victoria each 
year], approximately only 
1,000 will live a full life 
span. *

https://assets.justice.vic.gov.au/justice/resources/5b85e800-7569-40a0-bd79-
3ed5ef1d303c/letter_judge_gordon_lewis_providing_integrity_report_to_minister_aug
_2008.pdf
*Covering Letter to Honourable Rob Hulls MP, Minister for Racing, Victoria, 1 August 
2008 to Judge G D Lewis !aΣ ! wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ LƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ wŀŎƛƴƎ 
Industry (2008)

ÅOver breeding/supply

ÅOutdated training techniques

ÅLack of early & appropriate 
socialisation

https://assets.justice.vic.gov.au/justice/resources/5b85e800-7569-40a0-bd79-3ed5ef1d303c/letter_judge_gordon_lewis_providing_integrity_report_to_minister_aug_2008.pdf
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ÅGreen collar standard

ÅPublic perception

ÅLow demand for 
adoption

Å3,300 litters per year are registered with Greyhounds 
Australasia*

Å3,300 x 6 (average numbers of puppies in a litter)=19,800

Å13,300 greyhounds named (registered for racing)

Å19, 800 ς13,300 = 6500 puppies/young that are not suitable 
for racing (failure to chase, injuries, lack ability)

Å32.8% initial failure rate 

ÅVery little if any regulation of the dogs that are unnamed

* figures obtained from Greyhounds Australasia
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ÅGAP VIC
ï4000 since 1996
ï2011-2012  (354)

ÅGAP QLD 
ï2011 - 2012  (96)
ï2012 ς2013 (73)

ÅGAP NSW 
ï<300 since 2009

Å Less than 700 are adopted through industry funded programs 
nationally each year

Å19 800 born vs. 700 through GAP per year

ÅAverage racing life of 2-4 years

ÅAverage 14 000 racing each year
ïHow many are retired/in need of homes at 2 or 4 

years?

ÅAn unknown percentage are retained for
ïBreeding

ïPrivately rehomed or kept as pets by trainers?

ÅLack of transparency & industry self regulation
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ÅThe racing industry is actively promoting the
adoption of a predatory animal, whilst in principle
viathe GAPNTTfailingthosethat actuallyare.

ÅIn respect of GAPitself, I find it astonishing
that there is a lengthywaiting list of adopters
in the contextof the numberof younghealthy
dogsbeingkilled.*

Froma coveringLetter to HonourableRobHullsMP,Minister for Racing,Victoria. 1
August2008 in JudgeG D LewisAM, A Report on Integrity Assurancein ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀΩǎ
RacingIndustry(2008)
https://assets.justice.vic.gov.au/justice/resources/5b85e800-7569-40a0-bd79-
3ed5ef1d303c/letter_judge_gordon_lewis_providing_integrity_report_to_minister_a
ug_2008.pdf
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ÅQuery healthy, young dogs?

ïPhysical health vsmental health

ïMany require extensive rehabilitation prior to 
rehoming

ÅThe general public:

ïAre often unwilling to adopt a dog with 
behavioural problems

ïCan be unrealistic in their expectations

ÅCats, birds, chickens even rabbits

Picture sourced from: winniethegreyhoundblogspot.com



9/12/2013

7

Need this for racing But want this for retirement

And the industry has no time, facilities, budget or expertise to allow this remarkable 
transformation to take place for many dogs!

ÅLǎ ǘƘŜ άǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ŎȅŎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
greyhound conducive to maximising successful 
racing potential?

ÅOr just as importantly, retirement?
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*

Å6-12 weeks in puppy groups

ǎƻǳǊŎŜ Dwb{² ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ά/ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ƎǊŜȅƘƻǳƴŘέΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΥ [ .ƭȅǘƘŜΣ W 
Gannon, A Craig, D Fegan 

ÅRearing farm

ïUsually rural 
areas

ïRaised in 
groups in long 
runs or 
paddocks

Photos sourced from Greyhound Data
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ϝǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ bƻ !ƎŜƴǘ wŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ άtǊŜƳƛǳƳ DǊŜȅƘƻǳƴŘ wŜŀǊƛƴƎ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜέ

ïCome in out of the paddocks 
to begin education!

ïLearn how to be kennelled

ïExperience the excitement 

of the trial tracks

ϝǎƻǳǊŎŜ Dwb{² ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ά/ŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǊŀŎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ƎǊŜȅƘƻǳƴŘέΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎΥ [ .ƭȅǘƘŜΣ W 
Gannon, A Craig, D Fegan Picture: Greyhound Data

http://www.greyhound-data.com/fotos_kennel/3/93_7big.jpg
http://www.greyhound-data.com/fotos_kennel/3/93_7big.jpg
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ï leash/collar trained

ïbeen in a car

ïmet children

ï left the property

ïbeen in a house

ïheard a vacuum 

ïor traffic noise

ïchewed a bone

ï chased a ball

ïhad a bath 

ïbeen groomed 

ï seen a television 

ïor met another breed of 
dog

Most have not been adequately socialised or exposed 
to novel stimuli during recognised critical periods

ÅQuite rural environment, 
lacking habituation to 
normal suburban sounds

ÅEnvironmental enrichment 
is rare

ÅOften manifesting as 
generalised fearfulness

ÅOr adrenaline junkies?

ϝǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ bƻ !ƎŜƴǘ wŜŀƭƛǘȅΣ άtǊŜƳƛǳƳ DǊŜȅƘƻǳƴŘ wŜŀǊƛƴƎ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜέ
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ÅFirst 16 weeks are critical learning periods

ÅDeprivation (socialisation & habituation) is well 
recognised as having severe and long term effects 
on the ability of a pet to live successfully in a 
family environment 

ÅIt must do on racing as well
ï (6500, or 32% initial failure rate)

ω3 - 12 
months*

ω12 months-
retirement

ω6-12 
weeks*

ωRetirement

retirement Puppy 
farms

Rearing 
Properties

Kennelling
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Anxiety is frequent

Anxiety disorder is 
common

ÅDependent on background 

ïoften a notable difference between rural vs
suburban dogs
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ÅWhy has muzzling greyhounds become accepted as 
the norm in legislation rather than addressing the 
core issue of why they (may) need one in the first 
place?

Åi.e.:

ïTraining techniques etc

ïLack of early and appropriate socialisation
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Unrealistic!

ÅIn all states (where applicable) except
NSW/ACT,muzzlingexemptionis administered
by the industryfundedGAP

ÅPublic opinion divided regarding GAP
assessingdogsarguablyof the industriesown
making(ratherharshly)
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ÅNow largely retained as a marketing point of 
difference between industry vs. non industry 
programs

ÅFiercely protected in some states 

ïQLD and VIC

ÅLong waiting times for industry funded programs
ensure that by default they are catering for dogs
whoseowners/trainers

ïhavethe resourcesto carefor their dogspost-racing,and

ïwho in all likelihoodcouldplaya moreactiverole in the

re-homingprocessof their own dog

Å It doeshoweverneglect

the mostvulnerable

ïE.g. the 6500un-nameddogs


